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OUR MISSION  
 
Parishioners of Holy Cross take strength and joy from the Eucharist and strive to follow in Jesus’ footsteps, 
spreading His message of love and truth to everyone around us. We cherish our faith and form younger 
generations in the same faith, encouraging all to join us and share in the joy and peace of Christ’s loving care.  
 
We are grateful for the time, treasure and talent we have been given by those who have gone before us and 
pray that they enjoy the peace of the heavenly kingdom. Now it is our turn to keep the flame of faith alive 
here at Holy Cross and ensure it burns brightly for more generations to come. 
 
OUR HISTORY 
 
In 1883 Bishop Michael J. O’Farrell commissioned the Reverend John H. Fox, then assigned to St. Joseph’s 
Church in Bound Brook, to establish a new parish for the growing community in Sea Bright and Rumson. After 
praying mass for many months in a hotel in Sea Bright, it wasn’t long before Fr. Fox encouraged the parishioners 
to build a Church, and the newly built Holy Cross Church welcomed worshippers in 1893.  
 
Decades later, a parish school was founded in an adjacent mansion purchased by the Church. Quite soon the 
school outgrew its nest, so the parish acquired more property and constructed a new school building which has 
been expanded several times over the years, most recently in 2005. 
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VISION FOR THE FUTURE 

 
The success of the capital campaign in 2002 showed the vitality, generosity and determination of the parish 
community. With a goal of $5,000,000, parishioners pledged $5,765,464. A pre-construction audit by the diocese 
uncovered financial irregularities, though it turned out the funds in the capital fund were safe. Even in the wake of 
the sad disclosures to follow, the need for the project was appreciated. Plans were divided into Phase I for the 
school and Phase II for the church.  
 
The scope of the school project was enlarged to include modern technology, a new library, a science lab, a media 
room and a permanent stage in the gym. School construction began along with a second capital campaign in 2005 
to help fund the upgraded building plans. Before, during and after construction on the school, planning for Phase 
II Church construction continued. Many years of prayer, preparation and patience have brought us to the threshold 
of this exciting project. 
 
Revised plans for the church include: 

• Preserving its architectural integrity, the entire façade on Ward Avenue and its interior spirit; 
• Providing adequate and accessible seating and facilities for all parishioners; 
• Parish meeting and hospitality room; 
• Enhancing the utility of the space surrounding the church for outdoor gatherings, prayer and 

hospitality; and 
• Simplifying and reducing traffic flow around the church and on Ward Avenue. 
 

With Father Manning’s guidance, the dedication, patience and loyalty of Holy Cross parishioners have brought us 
closer to realizing the dream of restoring and enlarging our sacred space. 
 
THE PLAN  
 
Today, we are faced with the challenge and opportunity to actualize our dreams for restoring and renovating our 
church. In order to create space for our growing parish family, provide for our many ministries, and to better 
fulfill our mission; we are now embarking on a planning and feasibility study in order to test a fund raising goal of 
$5,000,000. 
 
Holy Cross is a unique parish, with a long and storied history, enthusiasm and dedication.  Desire for church 
redevelopment is tremendous. The parish requires a rapid financial assessment to determine a realistic fundraising 
goal, and then move into an accelerated fundraising stage that is strategic, organized, focused and utilizes the 
resources of professional counsel.  

 
THE PLANNING STUDY 
 
To help Holy Cross Parish develop the most appropriate plan for our future, Fr. Manning and the Capital 
Campaign Committee will initiate the feasibility and planning phase study in August 2011. An initiative of this 
magnitude would have a number of features:  
 

• Inviting participation from individual parishioners; 
• A high level of training and support for campaign leadership and volunteers;  
• A specific plan of action and timeline of activity, with milestones and benchmarks to ensure the initiatives 

build momentum; and 
• A high level of donor stewardship and reporting on progress and outcomes. 
 

Our parish has an exciting vision for the future.  Your advice and opinions concerning this vision will prove 
invaluable to the planning process, and will provide the parish leadership the information they need to set a realistic 
and appropriate course of action.  Your voice in this ongoing process is critical to our success; and your 
continued faith, prayers, and support are deeply appreciated.  Thank you in advance for your participation in 
this monumental effort. 




